
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sterling, Connecticut – One of the towns participating in the AGvocate Program. 
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Locally grown 
food is one of the 
fastest growing 
segments of 
agriculture. 
Consumer 
demand in the 
U.S. is expected to 
rise from $4 
billion in 2002 to 
$7 billion by 2012. 
But today, many 
mid-size family 
farms are 
disappearing. The 
USDA’s new 
Know Your 
Farmer, Know 
Your Food 
Initiative focuses 
on cultivating new 
opportunities for 
these farms to 
help keep those 
families on the 
land and make 
sure the next 
generation of 
producers can 
find a career in 
agriculture. The 
Initiative is 
creating 
opportunities for 
producers, 
creating economic 
opportunities in 
rural 
communities, and 
strengthening the 
connection 
between farmers 
and consumers.  
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The AGvocate Program began in early 2009 when the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture awarded the first Farm Viability Grant to establish a pilot program.  
 
The AGvocate serves as a liaison between agricultural producers and local communities and 
commissions. The role of the AGvocate is to promote and foster an understanding of 
agricultural issues and methods to strengthen the farm friendliness of community regulations.  
 
The long-term goal of this program is to establish agriculture commissions or agricultural 
advisory boards in the towns involved, which will institutionalize an effective farm advocacy 
group within each community. 
 
Six towns have been working with the AGvocate to implement tools and create action plans 
to help promote farm viability. The Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and 
Development Council recently received funding from the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture to continue the program which will allow four more communities to participate. 
 
For more information, contact Jennifer Kaufman at AGvocate@yahoo.com or 860.450.6007. 
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